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Global Internet Users

Forecast

The number of world Internet users reached

2.3 bil l ion by end 2011 (blue dots in the chart),

and is l ikely to continue growing for some

more years, up to an estimated saturation

point of 3.2 bil l ion users (red l ine in the chart)

to happen around

2026. Data from

International

Telecommunications

Union (ITU) covering

the period 1 990-2011

reveals that growth

has been exponential

unti l the inflection

point in 2008, when

volume reached 1 .6

bil l ion, after which it

started to slowly

decelerate.

The current forecast (compare with 2008 and

2011 forecasts) suggests that Internet users

wil l approach the plateau of 3.2 bil l ion by 2026

and reach 90% of total potential market as

soon as 201 6. Such a scenario makes sense

considering the prevail ing Internet habits

nowadays — 3.2 bil l ion users is equivalent to

roughly one Internet subscription per home,

which is a sensible conjecture.

However, one should not exclude the

possibi l ity that mobile Internet services, in

other words access to Internet services

through cellular phones and other mobile

devices, could cause the surge of the number

of Internet users, causing them to exceed the

3.2 bil l ion saturation point, in the same way

mobile phone caused the explosion of the

number of telephone subscribers.

Quoted hereinafter are other pertinent findings

highl ighted in June 201 2 ITU's data release :

• In developing countries, the number of

Internet users doubled between 2007

and 2011 , but only a quarter of

inhabitants in the

developing world

were online by end

2011 .

• The percentage of

individuals using the

Internet in the

developed world

reached the 70%

landmark by end

2011 . In Iceland, the

Netherlands, Norway

and Sweden more

than 90% of the

population are online.

• By end 2011 , 70% of the total

households in developed countries had

Internet, whereas only 20% of

households in developing countries had

Internet access. Some outstanding

exceptions include Lebanon and

Malaysia with 62% and 61% of

households with Internet respectively.

• Total international Internet bandwidth

increased seven-fold over the last five

years reaching 76,000 Gbit/s by end

2011 . This equates to 34,000 bit/s per

Internet user worldwide.

• Major differences in Internet bandwidth

per Internet user persist between

regions: on average, a user in Europe

enjoys 25 times as much international

Internet capacity as a user in Africa. ◙
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Data source : ITU International Telecommunications Union.
Ref : http://stats.areppim.com/stats/stats_internetxfcstx2012.htm




